
CLIMATE LITIGATION CASES AND CLAIMS: STATES, DC, & TRIBES

CASE
(filing date)

DEFENDANTS IMPACTS LEGAL CLAIMS ASSERTED

Exxon
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Shell, BP

Other 
Fossil Fuel 
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SLR
Hydro 
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Public 
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Design 
Defect

Negligence FTW
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Protection

Other

Rhode Island
(7/2/2018) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Minnesota
(6/24/2020) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

District of Columbia
(6/25/2020) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Delaware
(9/10/2020) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

New Jersey
(10/18/2022) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Makah Indian Tribe 
(WA)
(12/20/23)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Shoalwater Bay Indian 
Tribe (WA)
(12/20/23)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Massachusetts
(10/24/2019) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Connecticut
(9/14/2020) ✓ ✓ ✓

Vermont
(9/14/2021) ✓ Shell ✓ ✓ ✓

California
(9/15/2023) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



CLIMATE LITIGATION CASE STATUS: STATES, DC, & TRIBES

CASE
REMAND
STATUS

STATE COURT
DISCOVERY

UNDERWAY?
CURRENT STATUS

Rhode Island

Granted
Affirmed

Re-affirmed
Cert Denied

RI Superior Court 
Justice William Carnes
C.A. No. PC-2018-4716

X

Remanded to state court July 19, 2019, and 1st Circuit affirmed remand October 29, 2020. SCOTUS 
remanded to 1st Circuit May 24, 2021, which re-affirmed remand May 23, 2022. 

SCOTUS rejected Defendants’ cert petition April 24, 2023.
State court: Jurisdictional discovery ordered April 28, 2023. 

Minnesota
Granted
Affirmed

MN District Court, 2nd Circuit
Judge John H. Guthmann

62-CV-20-3837

Remanded to state court March 31, 2021, and 8th Circuit affirmed remand March 23, 2023. 
Cert Petition denied by SCOTUS January 9, 2024. District Court remanded January 24, 2024. 

State Court: Briefing on Motions to Dismiss expected Spring 2024.

District of 
Columbia

Granted
Affirmed

Superior Court of DC
Judge Alfred S. Irving, Jr.

2020 CA 002892 B

Remanded to state court November 12, 2022, and DC Circuit affirmed December 19, 2023. 
State Court: Briefing on Defendants’ Motions to Dismiss to be completed by May 28, 2024.

Delaware
Granted
Affirmed

Superior Court of DE
Judge Mary M. Johnston

Civ. Act. No. N20C-09-097

Remanded to state court January 5, 2022, and 3rd Circuit affirmed August 17, 2022.
SCOTUS rejected Defendants’ cert petition May 15, 2023.

State Court: Defendants’ Motions to Dismiss partially granted and partially rejected January 9, 2024. 
Appeal pending.

New Jersey Granted

Superior Court of NJ, 
Law Div., Mercer County
Judge Douglas H. Hurd

MER-L-001797-22

Remanded to state court June 20, 2023. Appeal to 3rd Circuit not expected.
State Court: hearing on Defendants’ Motions to Dismiss April 11, 2024.

Makah Indian 
Tribe (WA)

Pending

Superior Court of WA, 
King County

Judge Josephine Wiggs
No. 23-2-25216-1 SEA

Filed in Superior Court of Washington, King County, December 20, 2023.
Removed to federal court February 7, 2024.

Shoalwater Bay 
Indian Tribe (WA)

Pending

Superior Court of WA, 
King County

Judge Maureen A. McKee
No. 23-2-25215-2 SEA

Filed in Superior Court of Washington, King County, December 20, 2023.
Removed to federal court February 7, 2024.

Massachusetts
Granted

No appeal filed.

MA Superior Court
Assoc. Justice Karen Green

NO. 1984CV03333-BLS1
X

Remanded to state court May 28, 2020; Exxon did not appeal.
State Court: Motions to dismiss denied June 22, 2021. Discovery underway.

Connecticut
Granted
Affirmed

CT Superior Court, Hartford
Hon. John Burns Farley
HHD-CV20-6132568-S

Remanded to state court June 2, 2021.
2nd Circuit affirmed remand September 27, 2023.

State Court: Briefing on Motions to Dismiss to be completed February 28, 2024.

Vermont Granted NA
Filed in state court September 14, 2021.

Removed to federal court October 22, 2021. Remanded to state court February 6, 2024.

California Not Removed
Superior Court of the State of 

California, San Francisco 
County

Filed in state court September 15, 2023. Not removed to federal court.
State Court: case expected to be coordinated with other CA communities’ cases in San Francisco 

Superior Court. Briefing on Motions to Dismiss expected Spring 2024.

http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2019/20190722_docket-118-cv-00395_opinion-and-order-1.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2020/20201029_docket-19-1818_opinion.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2022/20220523_docket-19-1818_opinion.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2023/20230424_docket-22-524_order-list.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2021/20210331_docket-020-cv-01636_memorandum-opinion.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2023/20230323_docket-21-1752_opinion.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2022/20221112_docket-120-cv-01932_memorandum-opinion-1.pdf
https://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/case-documents/2023/20231219_docket-22-7163_opinion.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2022/20220105_docket-120-cv-01429_memorandum-opinion-1.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2022/20220817_docket-22-1096_opinion.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2023/20230620_docket-22-cv-06733_memorandum-opinion-1.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2020/20200528_docket-119-cv-12430_memorandum-of-decision.pdf
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2021/20210602_docket-320-cv-01555_ruling-1.pdf
https://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/case-documents/2023/20230927_docket-21-1446_opinion.pdf
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